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Do  not  assume  content  reflects  current 
scientific  knowledge,  policies,  or  practices. 


Su eject:  "Shining  Hp  the  Household  Metals" 
Bulletin  Available :    Housecleaning  Made  Ilasier 


nvery  now  and  then  we  have  odd-joh  day  at  our  house.     YTaen  the 
other  work  is  pretty  well  caught  up  and  the  regular  household  duties 
seem  to  he  running  along  on  schedule  time,  I  take  a  morning  off  and  do 
the  extras.     May  "be  I  polish  the  silver  and  shine  up  the  cbpper  a.nd  hrass 
howls  the.t  hold  my  winter  houq.uets.    Maybe  I  do  a  little  mending  that  has 
"been  w?.iting  a  week  or  two.     Mayho  I  paste  a  few  clippings  in  my  scrap 
hook  or  fix  up  the  files  in  my  desk. 

One  of  these  celehrations  occurred  yesterday,  and  wa.s  ins-^ired  hy 
a  visit  from  Cousin  Mat  tie.     Cousin  Mat  tie  is  the  greatest  talker  in  our 
family. —  and  that  is  saying  a  good  deal.     I  am  told  that  she  was  a  chatter- 
box when  she  was  a  child  and  that  her  marriage  was  successful  chiefly  he- 
cause  she  m.arried  a.  man  who  had  never  heen  heard  to  say  more  than  j^es  or 
no.    rier  conversational  ability,  as  far  as  I  ca.n  see,  has  not  grovrn  weak 
with  the  years.     !Far  from  it.     \Trien  she  drops  in  for  a  chat,  it  is  a 
sure  het  that  it  will  last  for  hours.    However,  her  visits  fl.o  have  their 
advantages.     The  chief  one  is  that  they  keep  all  the  relatives  informed 
about  eaxh  other.     Cousin  Mattie  carries  the  news  from  house  to  house  a,nd 
long  ago  was  niclmai'aed  "The  family  newspaper." 

Right  after  lunch  yesterday  when  I  went  out  to  sv^eep  the  snow  off 
the  porch,   I  found  Cousin  Mattie  just  coming  up  the  v/alk. 

"gu-ch  a  cozy  day  for  a.  good,  old-fashioned  chat,"  she  called  to  me. 
"So  I  told  Elisha  to  bring  me  right  in  to  see  you.  I  decided  that  there 
was  no  one  I  v/oudl  rather  chat  v/ith  today  than  you,  Aunt  Sammy." 


As  soon  as  we  Tiere  seated  in  the  living  room.,  however.   Cousin  Mattie 
began  to  drav/  her  shav;l  about  her. 

"I  wonder  if  Ebenezer  is  keeping  your  furnace  up  as  he  should,  Aant 
,  Sajimiy.     It  seems  draughty  in  here  and  I  do  hate  a  draught.     Ti?hy  donH  v/e 
go  out  to  your  pleasant  kitchen  and  visit?     I  believe  I  like  to  cha.t  in 
the  kitchen  better  than  anyivherc  else.    Maybe  that  *  s  for  old  timers  sake. 
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You  remem"ber  that  '--■hen  ue  v/ore  children  the  kitchen  r/as  almost  the  only  r/arm 
spot  in  the  house  all  winter.     All  the  neighhors  sat  there  when  they  came 
in  to  visit." 


So  we  went  to  the  kitchen  and  when  Cousin  Mat tie  was  comfortahly 
settled  I  said  to  myself,   "How  ahout  polishing  up  the  silver  while  she 
chats?     Then  it  will  "be  all  ready  for  Novr  Yearns  dinner."     I  asked  Cousin 
I.Iattie  if  she  minded  if  I  did  a  few  little  odd-johs  while  we  talked. 

"Hot  at  all,  my  dear,     I  enjoy  seeing  other  people  husy.    Did  I  tell 
you  the  latest  ahout  Sarahs  twins?    A  dreadfully  difficult  pair  to  manage. 
Poor  dear  Sara  has  her  trials  with  them,    ITow  they^ve  made  up  their  minds 
that  they  don't  want  to  he  dressed  just  alike  and  I  do  helieve  Sara  is 
going  to  let  them,  have  their  way. 

I  suggested  that  perhaps  it  was  a  good  idea  not  to  force  children  to 
he  twins  just  hecause  they  were  horn  that  v/ay ,  and  that,  for  my  paxt, 
I  thought  it  was  nice  that  they  were  taking  an  interest  in  their  clothes. 
Then  I  hrought  out  my  silver — hadly  tarnished  it  v/as,  too — and  my  hig 
aluminum  dishpan,  which  I  always  try  to  keep  shiny  just  for  this  purpose. 
Some  people  use  the  same  method  that  I  do  for  cleaning  silver,  but  use  an 
enamelv/are  or  agate  kettle  and  strips  of  alumiinum.  Some  aluminum  or  zinc 
is  necessary  to  do  the  trick.  But  I'm  getting  ahead  of  my  story. 

The  aluminum  pan  I  filled  about  half  full  of  water,  meas-oring  it 
quart  hy  quart   as  I  went.     Then  I  put  in  one  teaspoon  of  soda — either 
washing  soda  or  baking  soda  will  do —  and  one  teaspoon  of  salt  for  each 
quart  of  water  used.     The  pan  I  set  on  the  stove  and  when  the  water  had 
reached  the  boiling  point,  I  carefully  laid  in  the  silver. 


Cousin  Mattie  actually  stopped  talking  for  a  second  and  then  ex- 
claimed, "¥ell,  I  never i     That  looks  like  a  fine  way  to  ruin  silver, 
and  not  to  clean  it." 


I  assured  her  that  it  might  harm  the  silver  if  it  was  left  in  too 
long,  but  that  I  only  allowed  it  to  stand  in  the  solution  a  very  short 
time,  just  long  enough  to  remove  the  tarnish.  After  that,  I  lifted  it 
out,  polished  it  a  little,  washed  it  and  dried  it  on  a  soft,  clean  cloth. 


!From  the  shelf  over  the  table  I  brou. ght  down  that  helpful  little 
booklets-called  "House cleaning  Made  Easier",  written  hy  my  home  economics 
friends.     I  turned  to  page  11  and  shov;ed  Cousin  Mattie  the  directions  for 
cleaning  silver,  which  included  the  method  hy  electrolysis,  which  I  had 
just  used,     A  quick  and  easy  method,  especially  for  the  husy  housev/ife 
who  haB  many  pieces  to  clean.     Cousin  Mattie  was  properly  impressed. 

"Housekeepers  certainly  have  it  easy  in  these  scientific  days.  TJhy, 
when  I  was  a  girl  v.-e  never  heard  of  such  a  thing  as  electrolysis.  Tfe 
used  elhow  grease  and  vjhiting  paste  and  we  made  an  all-day  joh  of  clean- 
ing the  family  silver.     I'd  like  to  hear  some  more  of  v.hat  that  hooks 
says.     1^11  pass  the  news  along  to  the  other  relatives." 


"Let  nie  read  you  a  fev:  paragraphs?     *Thc  tarnish  on  silver  is  silver 
salphid#     It  is  due  to  sulphur  compounds  in  the  air,  -There  coal  and  gas 
are  ourncd,  also  in  many  foods,  in  v/ool,   in  ruhhcr,  and  in  some  hlcachcd 
and  dyed  materials.     This  is  the  reason  silversmiths  avoid  white  cotton 
flannel  for  their  cases  for  silver. 

"Docs  it  say  anything  ahout  keeping  camphor  in  the  dra^ver  -.vith  the 
silver?    liy  mother  alv'ays  used  to  do  that." 

"'Dryness,'  it  says,    'prevents  tarnishing  somewhat,  and  so  cai'rrphor, 
\f-iich  ahsorhs  moisture,  is  sometimes  put  into  the  silver  dravrcr.*     It  also 
suggests  that  silver  may  he  cleaned  in  anyone  of  three  v/ays —  h^r  the  use 
of  frictional  agents,   oy  h oiling  it  in  a  strong  allraline  solution,  or  hy 
electrolysis.     The  frictional  materials  used  are  fine  whiting,  rouge,  and 
commercial  T)astes  and  powders.     The  noncominercial  powders  are  mixed  to 
a  ■_:e. ste  with  water,  ammonia  or  alcohol,  applied  to  the  silver,  allowed  to 
dry  and  thenhrushed  off  with  a  soft  cloth,  chamois  or  a  hrush.     The  re-^ 
suit  is  hriglit,  lustrous  silver.'" 

Silver  cleaned  in  the  quicker  ways — either  in  an  alkaline  solution 
or  hy  electrolysis,  does  not  have  a  high  polish  such  as  cleaning  hy 
friction  givese    A  little  ruhl^ing  afterward,  however,   soon  shines  it  up* 

"Before  you  stop,  Aunt  SaiTimy,  I'd  like  to  hear  ahout  cleaning  copper 
and  hrasso    Ily  andirons  and  copper  kettle  are  hoth  dingy.    And  I  would 
like  to  Imow  how  you  manage  to  keep  your  al-'ominum  pans  so  hright," 

The  little  hook  is  my  gaide,  agairx.     For  cop'oer,  hrass  and  hronze, 
remove  the  tarnish  hy  friction  or  dissolve  it  in  weak  acids.  Sottenstone 
mixed  with  oil  to  a  creamy.''  consistency  is  often  used.    After  applying  it, 
polish  with  a  soft  cloth.     If  you  -Jant  an  even  hrighter  luster,  give  a  final 
ruhhing  with  dry  rottenstone  or  Tvhiting.    You  can  a,lso  use  acid  to  clean. 
Buttermilk,  warm  vinegar,  or  a  v;eak  oxalic-acid  solution  v/ill  quicldLy  dis- 
solve the  tarnish,  hut  he  sure  to  remove  every  trace  of  the  acid  or  it 
v/ill  tarnish  very  quickly  again.     TFashing  the  metal  in  water,  drying  it, 
and  rij-hhing  it  with  dry  v/hiting  is  the  hest  xiscy  to  remove  the  acid.  The 
v/hiting  not  only  takes  up  m.oist-Lire,  hut  gives  the  metal  a  hrighter  luster 
than  when  acid  alone  is  used- 

As  for  alumin^jm,   it  is  a  metal  tha..t  doesn't  tarnish  easily,  except 
in  the  presence  of  all^lis.    For  this  reason,   it  is  a  good  idea  never  to 
use  strong  soap  or  scouring  powders  containing  free  alfaki.v/hen  you  are 
cleaning  it.    Any  discoloration  ma2/  he  removed  hy  ruhhing  v/ith  whiting 
or  very  fine  steel  wool,  or  hy  dissolving  vjith  vinegar  or  other  weak  acids. 
Some  s'lecial  premrat ions  for  cleaning  aluminum  are  on  the  market « 

Tliat's  ahout  enough  on  household  metals  now.     There  is  plenty  of  other 
good  advice  in  that  little  lea.flet  on  housecleaning,  hut  as  Cousin  I.Iattie 
finally  decided,  it's  safer  and  easier  to  k.^ep  the  hook  in  convenient  reach 
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on  the  shelf  than  to  try  to  keep  all  the  infomation  it  contains  in 
your  head* 

TomorroTT  I'm  going  to  tall-  on  painless  parties  for  the  children. 
Isn't  that  a  good  suhject?    Uncle  Ehenezcr  si-iggestcd  the  title.  Then, 
as  tonorro\7  is  menu  day,   I      planning  to  give  you  a  menu  for  a  huffot 
s'j.ppcr  for  cither  ITe-j  Year's  Sve  or  ITcu  Year's  Fight,  -.Thichever  you  pleas 

Lots  of  letters  have  "been  coning  in  lately.     Several  of  my  friends 
ask  for  vrays  of  using  left-over  cream.    Another  one  v/ants  recipes  for  us- 
ing sour  milk.     Shall  ^.to  ansror  questions  on  Friday?    All  right* 

TTedncsday:     'Painless  Parties  for  the  Yo'Jrigest"  and  "A  Buffet  Supper 
I.Ienu  for  ITeu  Year's  Guests." 
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